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DeWitt County and Clinton Photographs
Various

One (1) Box

Various

Various

None

Unknown
English
Vespasian Warner Public Library District

Adara Meyen (2024)

Not applicable. Some photographs have been digitized and

added to VWPLD’s online accounts.

RIGHTS AND ACCESS

Clinton, Illinois

217-035-5174



T 4

Ve ‘S]p)@lssﬁanm\V\Vamm(ezr

Public Library

Physical access restrictions
None

Technical access restrictions
None

Publication rights

Copyright has been assigned to the Vespasian Warner Public Library District (VWPLD). All
requests for permission to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted in writing to
VWPLD. Permission for publication is given on behalf of VWPLD as the owner of the
physical items and as the owner of copyright.

INFORMATION FOR RESEARCHERS
Preferred citation
[item identification], [collection title], [collection number], Vespasian Warner Public

Library District, Clinton, Illinois

Related collections
None

Separated material
Oversized photographs were separated from the collection and cataloged separately.

Published descriptions
Not applicable

Location of originals Not applicable

Location of copies
Historypin.com, Archive.org

Publication note
Not applicable

Subject headings

310 North Quincy Street Clinton, Illinois 217-935-5174



T 4

\\ﬂeg]pxalgﬁanm\\/\Vanr1n1<e:1r

Publiic Library

Clinton (I1l.) — Photographs
[llinois — DeWitt County — Photographs

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION/ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY

DeWitt County

DeWitt County is a county located in the U.S. state of Illinois. As of the 2010
census, the population was 16,561.!1 Its county seat is Clinton.!2! The county was
formed on March 1, 1839 from Macon and McLean counties. The county was
named in honor of the seventh Governor of New York State, DeWitt Clinton.!

Clinton

Founded by a pair of land speculators, Clinton was one of the dozens of prairie
towns that sprung up in the Plains states in the mid-1830s. The community’s first
lawyer, Clifton H. Moore, rode into town in August of 1841. The decade of the
1840’s was the heyday of circuit riders of the Eighth Judicial Circuit; soon-to-be
famous lawyers and judges frequented Clinton, county seat of DeWitt County.
Abraham Lincoln, Stephen Douglas, and David Davis each left their marks on
the community. The railroad was an even more significant factor in the growth
and development of the town. The first Illinois Central Railroad locomotive
chugged into Clinton in 1854; by the end of the decade, it had transformed the
town — both socially and economically — From a rough frontier settlement into a
thriving “railroad town.” By 1920, 11 passenger trains were passing through
town daily, and the Clinton yards handled more than 107,000 freight cars each
month.

The Great Depression saw a sharp decline in the railroad’s prosperity, so Clinton
turned to the area’s farmers to maintain the local economy. For the last half-
century, Clinton has sought also to attract a variety of industry and
manufacturing to preserve economic stability, thus attracting new residents
ensuring Clinton’s continued progress into the 21st century.
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Source: City of Clinton website: http://www.clintonillinois.com/home/community/history/

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Collection includes any photographs of DeWitt County or Clinton.
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Photographs Collection Inventory Box Folder
Number Number

Northeast Corner Square, ca. 1930 1 1
Aerial - Clinton 1 2
ARGO Homestead 1 3
DeWitt County Jail 1 4
“Lone Elm” Monument and Articles 1 5
Southeast Corner of Square 1900°’s 1 6
Streets After Ice Storm 12/19/1924 1 7
Aerial View East on East Main 1 8
Aerial 1 9
Aerial 1 10
Photograph- Partially demolished building 1 11
Photo of Unknown Woman 1 12
“Clinton Square in 1873 1 13
Judge Richard Yates Governor Campaign 1 14
Gymnasium Building 1 15
Jail 1 16
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NE Corner of Square 17
Admiral Byrd Little America Arctic Expedition (2 Photos) 18
Photo Negatives — gravestones and aerial of Clinton 19
Unknown People 20
Morris Farmhouse 21
Photo Negatives — Fine Art Center 22
Photo Negatives — Fine Arts Center 23
N. Monroe St. (1938) 24
Old Clinton Jail (Jan. 1997) (36) 25
Man in Buggy (Note on Back) 26
Couple In Front of House 27
The Dinsmore Home on West Main 28
Mattress Repair 29
Sight-Seeing Automobiles Brochure 30
People Sitting Outside 31

310 North Quincy Street Clinton, Illinois
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Christmas Cards 1 32
Paving Street (?) 1 33
Paving Street (?) 11 1 34
Clinton Community Swimming Pool 1 35
Memorials in Clinton 1 36
Mattress Project with articles 1 37
Family and Horses 1 38
H.G. Beatty and family in front of house Oversized

H.G. Beatty home Oversized
Buildings on the Square, undated 1 39
DeWitt County Board of Supervisors ca, 1949 1 40
DeWitt County Board of Supervisors, 1947 1 41
DeWitt County Board of Supervisors dinner at Tayler-Magill, 1961 1 42
(Names on back)

DeWitt County Board of Supervisors Committee includes Lester 1 43
Glenn, 1948

Mini Photo Album- Carole Wylder & Elsie Volker, undated 1 44
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Photograph: tile workers, Solomon, IL, undated 1 45
Framed Photograph: Clinton Campaign Glee Club (Fredrick C Hill & 1 46
Griff Barkstore), 1930

Photographs- Charlie Hall, undated 1 47
Photographs- Girls in band and cheerleading, undated (Beth written 1 48
on the back of some)

Photographs — Lincoln statue on Square 1 49
“N. Center St.” 1 50
House, #518, with woman and boy 1 51
House, “Shady Lawn” 1930 1 52
Aerial negatives (2) 1 53
CYA County Youth Org. 1934 (6) 1 54
Threshing, 1910s-20s 1 55
Cornhusking competition, 1930s 1 56
Green Valley Baseball Team, 1930 — some names listed 1 57
Bell family 1 58
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