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RIGHTS AND ACCESS 
 

Access restrictions  
Collection is open for research. The collection or parts of the collection may not leave the 

library building.   
 

Physical access restrictions  
None 
 

Technical access restrictions   
None 

 

Publication rights  
The Vespasian Warner Public Library does not establish copyright for items.  
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INFORMATION FOR RESEARCHERS 
 

Preferred citation   
[item identification], Civil War Research Files, Vespasian Warner Public Library 
District, Clinton, Illinois 

 

Related collections  
None 

 

Separated material  
None 

 

Published descriptions  
Not applicable 

 

Location of originals  
Not applicable 

 

Location of copies  
Not applicable 

 

Publication note  
Not applicable 

 

Subject headings  
 

Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865. 

Secession—Southern States. 

United States—History—Civil War, 1861-1865. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 

Consists mostly of photocopies of newspaper clippings dating from 1857-1861 that were 

compiled as research for a Civil War exhibit. They are grouped by date (Pre-1860 and 

Election-Secession) and within those groups by person or topic. People include Abraham 

Lincoln, General McClellan, Stephen Douglas, and various soldiers, among others. Topics 

include slavery, Lincoln’s election as President, politics, secession, and early battles at Fort 

Sumter.  Most of the newspaper clippings are from the Central Transcript. There are also a 

few photocopies of book or journal articles on related topics. In “people” files, the person’s 

name has generally been highlighted or underlined. 
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COLLECTION INVENTORY 
 

 

 Box Folder 

Folder Title Number Number 

Civil War, Soldier: John W. Bullock      1 1 

Civil War, Soldier: J.M. Chambers 1 2 

Civil War, Soldier: James M. North  1  3 

Civil War, Soldier: S.C. Nelson 1 4 

Civil War, Soldier: Joseph Kelly 1 5 

Civil War Exhibit Design Files 1 6 

Pre-1860 Election   

People: John Brown, 1859-1860 1 7 

People: David Davis – Abraham Lincoln, 1809-1858 1 8 

People: Stephen Douglas, 1857 1 9 

People: Stephen Douglas, 1859 1 10 

People: Stephen Douglas, January-April, 1860 1 11 

People: Abraham Lincoln, 1859 1 12 

People: Abraham Lincoln, January-April, 1860 1 13 

People: Gen. George B. McClellan – Following in Lincoln’s Footsteps 1 14 

People: Gen. George B. McClellan – A. Lincoln: Prairie Lawyer 1 15 

People: Gen. George B. McClellan – History of the Illinois Central….” 1 16 
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Folder Title 

Box  

Number 

Folder 

Number 

People: Gen. George B. McClellan – Abraham Lincoln, 1809-1858      1 17 

People: Gen. Winfield Scott, 1860      1 18 

People: William H. Seward, 1860      1 19 

People: Thomas Snell, 1858-1860      1 20 

People: John Warner, 1857      1 21 

Topic: African Americans/Slavery, 1857      1 22 

Topic: African Americans/Slavery, 1859       1 23 

Topic: African Americans/Slavery Comparison to Irish, 1859      1 24 

Topic: African Americans/Slavery, 1860      1 25 

Topic: Central Transcript Bias      1 26 

Topic: Democratic Party, 1860      1 27 

Topic: Dred Scott, 1857      1 28 

Topic: North vs. South, 1857-1859      1 29 

Topic: North vs. South, 1860      1 30 

Topic: Republican Party, 1857      1 31 

Topic: Republican Party, 1859      1 32 

Topic: Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 1859      1 33 

Election - Secession   

People: James Buchanan, 1857-1861      1 34 



 
 

Folder Title 

Box  

Number 

Folder 

Number 

People: Jefferson Davis, 1861      1 35 

People: Stephen Douglas, May-December, 1860      1 36 

People: Stephen Douglas, 1861      1 37 

People: Dr. Christopher Goodbrake, 1860      1 38 

People: Joseph J. Kelly, 1860      1 39 

People: Abraham Lincoln, May-December, 1860      1 40 

People: Abraham Lincoln, 1861      1 41 

People: Mary Todd Lincoln, 1860      1 42 

People: C.H. Moore, 1860      1 43 

People: Gen. Winfield Scott, 1861      1 44 

People: Thomas Snell, May-December, 1860      1 45 

People: H.G. Wismer, 1861      1 46 

Topic: Anti-Lincoln Propaganda, 1861      1 47 

Topic: Cabinet, 1861      1 48 

Topic: Clinton and Lincoln, 1860      1 49 

Topic: Confederacy, 1861 (pre-Fort Sumter)      1 50 

Topic: Cotton, 1860      1 51 

Topic: Democratic Convention, 1860      1 52 

Topic: Democrats, 1860      1 53 

Topic: “The Duty of Illinois”      1 54 



 
 

Folder Title 

Box  

Number 

Folder 

Number 

Topic: Election, 1860      1 55 

Topic: Fort Moultrie/Fort Sumter, 1860-1861      1 56 

Topic: “The Horrors of Civil War,” 1861      1 57 

Topic: “How to Protect the Capital,” 1861      1 58 

Topic: Inauguration, 1861      1 59 

Topic: Lincoln Nomination      1 60 

Topic: North vs. South, 1860      1 61 

Topic: Republicans (Clinton), 1860      1 62 

Topic: Republican Convention, 1860      1 63 

Topic: Republican Platform, 1860      1 64 

20th Illinois, Co. E. Flag research      1 65 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


