Collection number:
Collection title:
Dates:

Size:
Creator/Collector:
Acquisition info.:

Accruals:

Custodial history:

Language(s):

Vespasian Warner
Public Library

COLLECTION SUMMARY

M1.1
Anniversaries
Various

1 Archival Box
Various
Various

No accruals are expected

Unknown

Collection materials are in English



Vespasian Warner
Public Library

Repository: Vespasian Warner Public Library District
Processed by: Jenny Freed, 2009; reprocessed Hannah Emery, 2016

Conservation notes: None



Vespasian Warner
Public Library

RIGHTS AND ACCESS

Access restrictions

Collection is open for research. The collection or parts of the collection may not leave the
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Publication rights
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION/ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY

Founded by a pair of land speculators, Clinton was one of the dozens of prairie
towns that sprung up in the Plains states in the mid-1830s. The community’s first
lawyer, Clifton H. Moore, rode into town in August of 1841. The decade of the
1840’s was the heyday of circuit riders of the Eighth Judicial Circuit; soon-to-be
famous lawyers and judges frequented Clinton, county seat of DeWitt County.
Abraham Lincoln, Stephen Douglas, and David Davis each left their marks on
the community. The railroad was an even more significant factor in the growth
and development of the town. The first Illinois Central Railroad locomotive
chugged into Clinton in 1854; by the end of the decade, it had transformed the
town — both socially and economically — From a rough frontier settlement into a
thriving “railroad town.” By 1920, 11 passenger trains were passing through
town daily, and the Clinton yards handled more than 107,000 freight cars each
month.

The Great Depression saw a sharp decline in the railroad’s prosperity, so Clinton
turned to the area’s farmers to maintain the local economy. For the last half-
century, Clinton has sought also to attract a variety of industry and
manufacturing to preserve economic stability, thus attracting new residents
ensuring Clinton’s continued progress into the 21st century.

Source: City of Clinton website: http://www.clintonillinois.com/home/community/history/

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Bookilets, clippings, etc. from Clinton, Illinois, anniversary celebrations.



Vespasian Warner
Public Library

Anniversaries Collection Inventory
Folder Title Box Number Folder
Number

Clinton Sesquicentennial Booklet and Envelope 1835-1985 1 1
Clinton Sesquicentennial Office 1 2
Clinton Sesquicentennial 1983 Board Meeting and Misc. 1 3
Clinton Sesquicentennial Board Meeting and Treasurer Report 1984 1 4
Clinton Sesquicentennial Board Meeting and Treasurer Report 1985-86 1 5
Clinton Sesquicentennial Envelopes, 6-30-1985 1 6
Clinton Sesquicentennial Envelopes, 6-30-1985 1 7
Illinois Sesquicentennial Commission, 1966 1 8
Illinois Sesquicentennial Commission, 1966 1 9
Clinton Centennial Pageant Booklet, 1835-1935 1 10
Clinton Centennial Pageant Booklet, Copy #3, 1835-1935 1 11
[llinois Highway Bulletin Sesquicentennial, 1818-1968 1 12
[llinois Sesquicentennial, 1818-1968 1 13
Illinois State Historical Society, Sesquicentennial, February 1967 1 14
Illinois Sesquicentennial, 1818-1968 1 15
Clinton Sesquicentennial Times, June, 1985 1 16
Clinton History for Sesquicentennial Committee 1 17
Clinton Sesquicentennial Papers 1 18
150" anniversary documentary scripts from WHOW, 1985 1 19
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Clinton Centennial Pageant Booklet, 1835-1935 1 20
Clinton Sesquicentennial Radio Documentary Scripts, 1985 1 21
Clinton Centennial Pageant Booklet, 1835-1935 1 22
Newspaper Clipping: Centennial Pageant Cast List 1 23
Clinton Centennial Pageant Booklet, 1835-1935 1 24
Clinton Centennial Financial Report, 1935 1 25

Illinois House resolution, 1985
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